Oil-rig staff get into marine biology 
The project is now expanding into the Arctic circle -Hudson expects to finalize a deal this week with Norwegian oil company Statoil. As well as giving scientists access to five rigs in and around the Barents and Norwegian seas, the firm plans to contribute nearly £500,000 (US$867,000) over three years. Other industry partners, notably rig operator Transocean, supply a total of nearly £500,000 per year.
For many of the pilots, such as Kastropil, the project has awakened a keen interest in marine biology. The dumboeared squid was a "once in a lifetime" sighting, he says. "The beauty as a pilot is that it gives you interesting stuff to relate to family and friends. I've taken videos to my daughter's school. They were astonished."
Marine scientists have also praised the scheme. But some caution that it shouldn't be seen as a replacement for dedicated research vehicles. Chris Grech, deputy director of marine operations at the Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute in Moss Landing, California, says it's a great opportunity. "But the research will be severely limited by the dive locations, which are defined by the drilling needs," he points out.
■
Jim Giles "The beauty as a pilot is that it gives you interesting stuff to relate to your family."
Pilots of submarines working for the oil industry are capturing images of marine life.
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